79
(c) THE FORCES OF DEMOCRACY AND THE GERMAN STATES
The Frankfurt Left had already foretold in 1848 l that., if German Unity were based on an alliance of the Princes, State autonomy, while hardly able to secure real local self-government, would wreck the attempts of the masses to achieve democracy under the federation. In view of its peculiar structure, democracy could not be achieved in Bismarck's empire without the democratization of Prussia. South German Social Democrats might be expected to understand this in theory,2 but it was quite evident that a political strike to enforce democratisation on. Prussia could not count on more than their somewhat theoretical sympathies.3 Bcbel could even remark4 that the different political structure had revived the line of the Main, this time as a boundary between those parts of Germany where all citizens enjoyed fairly equal political rights, and those were the Junkers ruled as autocrats. But the real difficulty was that the Junkers also ruled Southern Germany, although indirectly and through the medium of a more civilised system, and that Southern parliamentarism tended to act as an instrument to split the forces that might end Junker rule all over Germany. Thus Social Democracy proved unable seriously to oppose the abolition of universal suffrage in some smaller states (Saxony 1896, Hamburg and Liibeck 1905). On the other hand Prussian Conservatives, when resisting the demand for universal suffrage in Prussia, tried to win Southern sympathies by declaring what was in fact an all-national issue, the inequality of suffrage., to be a " special right of the Prussian state S5.5
It would be wrong, however, to consider State policies as unimportant or even as merely secondary questions. Often they were, but the powers of the individual States, especially in everyday administration, were wide enough to create a connection between the governments of the States and the plain conditions of the average citizen's everyday life. There was a connection between the rule of mediaeval estates in Mecklenburg and the fact that the labourers there were treated like cattle.6 And the Prussian Junker, when resisting adult suffrage in Prussia, thought not
1 Sec note i  on p. 56.
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